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A Thrill of Hope: The Season of Advent & Christmas at FCC

Advent Devotional

Join us in our continued study of women of the Bible in our Advent devotional, Magnify: Mary’s Song
and the Magnificent Women of Advent. With Mary’'s song, the Magnificat, and the women of the Bible
as our guides, we will explore themes of justice and love as we prepare to join in the song of God's

salvation, where the lowly are lifted up, the mighty are brought down from their thrones, and the hungry
are filled with good things. Come, Jesus, come!

This devotional contains activities and readings appropriate for young elementary school - 100+ years of

age. Our devotional is available in print in the narthex or in Chadwick and is also available in digital
format for your iPad or ereader.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L9wCRGNcZFS3t-8lxCeVMNJN7Mpv_kLE/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L9wCRGNcZFS3t-8lxCeVMNJN7Mpv_kLE/view

Advent & Christmas
First Congregational Church of Greeley

Carols & Ales

On Friday, December 12th at 6 p.m. we
will gather in Chadwick for an evening of
singing our favorite Christmas songs!

Christmas Eve Services
Join us for Christmas Eve Candlelight Services at 4 p.m.
and 8 p.m. on Wednesday, December 24!

Holly & Ivories Concert

Join us Wednesday, December 17th at 7
p.m. for a 100-finger piano and organ
Christmas  Cavalcade. Beloved FCC
musicians will be offering this festive
concert featuring four grand pianos, a
Hammond B3, and our own Custom
Quimby Pipe Organ. Christmas favorites
will be performed by Kathy Azari, Dorothy
Elder, Nicholas Gilmore, Katie Hughes,
Charlotte Mills, Kati Rittner, Shona
Royle-Grimes, Frank Scales, Eli Schamane,
and Sandy Varley.

Meet Us at the Manger!

Come one, come all, and meet us at the
manger as we celebrate Christmas with our
annual Christmas Pageant! We will pick
costumes, characters, and rehearse on
Saturday, December 20 from 10 a.m. to
noon and put on the pageant for the
whole congregation to enjoy on Sunday,
December 21 during the 10 a.m. service.
All kids 5th grade and under are invited to
participate. Can't make rehearsal? No
problem! Come at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday to
pick a costume and join us.

Advent Worship

In the season of Advent, we will have
special worship offerings. On December
7th, we will kick off the season with our
Advent workshop and communal prayer
tree. On December 14th, we will have
Music Sunday at 10 a.m. and no 8 a.m.
service. On December 21st, we will have
Lessons & Carols at 8 a.m., our Pageant at
10 a.m., and our Longest Night service at
4:30 p.m. See all Advent offerings at
firstconggreeley.org/advent.

UPAVIM Fair Trade Sale

Join us for our annual Fair Trade Sale this holiday
season! We continue to partner with UPAVIM Crafts to
provide hand-made and ethically-sourced products that
are perfect for gift giving, or expanding your personal
collection.  Stop by Slighter Hall to shop Friday,
December 12 from 5 to 8 p.m., and Saturday and
Sunday, December 13 and 14 from 9 to 1 p.m.

UPAVIM is a self-run cooperative of women in La
Esperanza, Guatemala that provides leadership
opportunities, greater economic independence and
education for the members and their families. It
represents a colorful beacon of hope and pride for
many in La Esperanza. Founded in 1989, UPAVIM
creates and sells colorful, handcrafted products for
markets around the world. Sales of UPAVIM's fair trade
goods directly support the cooperative, a full-day
kindergarten through 6th grade school, daycare, and a
Montessori-based preschool. UPAVIM’s success has also
fueled the development of a health clinic, tutoring
program, local bakery and more.

What Went Up Must Come Down

Saturday, January 10th at 9 a.m.

Just like at home, Christmas decorations get weary.
Come lend a hand in taking down our decor, a task
that goes much quicker than putting them up!




A Caring Community
Rooted in God's Love

Youth Choir

Youth are invited to join us for youth choir rehearsals on December 7 and 14! Join us for lunch with the
rest of the youth group, then rehearse with us until 1 p.m. We'll sing during worship on Sunday,
December 21!

Holiday Office Hours
Please note that our holiday office closures are as follows:
e December 24 - 26: Closed for Christmas
e December 29 - January 2: Open by appointment
only

The Northern Lights Over FCC

“Heaven is declaring God'’s glory;

the sky is proclaiming his handiwork.”
Psalm 19:1

Church Library Book Review

The Soul of Politics, by Jim Wallis,
argues that American politics needs a
moral and spiritual renewal rooted in
justice, compassion, and community.
Although written nearly 30 years ago,
the arguments are as vital today as then.
Wallis critiques both the left and the
right for losing sight of the poor,
marginalized, and common good - and
calls for a faith-based movement that
transcends partisan divisions. He shows
how spiritual values can inspire practical
solutions and urges citizens to reconnect
political action with moral purpose.

Check out this book, along with many
others, from FCC's library!

Year-End Gifts

To be reflected on your 2025 giving statement, year-end
gifts must be received by Wednesday, December 31 no
later than noon if made in the office, or 11:59 p.m. if
made online.

Please note that the church office is open by appointment
only December 28 - January 3, but Laura can be reached
at 970-616-5352 or laura@firstconggreeley.org to make an
appointment. Thank you for your continued generosity!

Our Third Annual Congregational Cabaretional
We had a blast at our Cabaretional, enjoying the many
gifts and talents of our wonderful FCC community!




Sustaining One Another
Nourished on Our Spiritual Journeys

Thank You, Wednesday Night Live
Meal Team!

A shout out to the members of the meal
team who prepared delicious soup for us
every Wednesday evening this fall. Thank
you for your time, energy, and care!
(Pictured, right to left: Rev. Tamara, Kai,
Jean, and Mari. Not Pictured: Mallory,
Paige, Amy)

A Memorial Gift

Jody Wells-Gentry (84 year member of
FCC) with children Guy and Lori in front of
stained glass windows donated in memory
of Wayne Wells.

An Important Step Towards Ordination

FCC's Cabinet recently voted unanimously to
recommend Laura Gurney be accepted by the Rocky
Mountain  Conference into the Member-In-
Discernment (MID) process of the United Church of
Christ. The MID process is the UCC's pathway
towards ordination. As part of this process, this past
fall Laura began a Certificate in Pastoral Leadership
program through Phillips Theological Seminary.

A Word of Gratitude for Jim & Brian

If you have worshipped at FCC in the last several
years, you have likely noticed members of our
Welcome and Safety Team. Dressed in their signature
black and yellow safety vest, this team keeps an eye
on our Sunday morning comings and goings. This
team helps folks across icy parking lots, coordinates
support during medical emergencies, deescalates
conflict, is trained for fires and natural disasters, and
keeps an eye out for suspicious, agitated or
disruptive behavior.

Created amidst a safety concern in 2022, we knew we
needed people who could lead in an emergency, but
who were also compassionate and person-centered.
Two names immediately came to mind: Brian Fowler
and Jim Zack. For more than three years, week after
week, they have shown up heart, soul and body to
protect and care for this church. They have helped us
live into our commitment to welcome all... because it
is not enough to welcome people into a space,
especially folks who are vulnerable or have been
marginalized, if you can’t also make sure they are safe
and cared for.

After years of serving the church in this capacity, both
Brian and Jim have stepped down from our Welcome
and Safety Team to return to worship in the sanctuary
with their families. May you know that your many
hours of service have mattered greatly to our staff
and our wider church community. Thank you, Jim and
Brian, for your courageous and generous hearts.




Transforming Our World

Growing as an Inclusive Presence in Northern Colorado & Beyond

Habitat Cookie Walk

You are invited! The Annual Greeley Weld
Habitat for Humanity Cookie Walk is
Saturday, December 13 at Zoe's. (715 10th
St.) in Greeley. Hours are 9 a.m. to noon.

Come buy cookies for the holidays and
enjoy entertainment while you shop.
Proceeds support the Veteran's Build.

Want to donate cookies? Call or text Karen
Giebler at 970-381-2699 for details.

Heath Book Donation
Thank you to everyone who donated
books to our Heath Book Donation Drivel

Visit from UCC General Minister and
President!

We were excited to have the opportunity to welcome
Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia Thompson to Greeley last
month. Rev. Dr. Thompson serves as the General and
Minister of the United Church of Christ. She spoke with
great conviction about the important role she sees the
UCC and other inclusive and justice-minded Christians
having in our country and world today.

FCC at the Food Bank

Our November Food Bank outing was successful. It
was a good time where we completed two palettes
and helped build over 200 senior boxes! Starting in
2026, we will also be volunteering on the 4th Saturday
of each month beginning January 24th. This gives
choir members and youth another chance to join in the
fun and help the hunger crisis in our community.




